Clir Anne DAWES
you Borough Councillors
Spring News Letter 2026.

Dear residents of Boughton

Monchelsea and Chart Sutton,

Thank you for your time to feed and take part in my survey.
Many of you will already be aware that Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) is coming. This means that Maidstone
Borough Council, and Kent County Council will all be
dissolved and replaced by a new Unitary Authority.

What does this mean for you?

It means representation will change significantly. In time, |
will no longer be your Borough Councillor, and instead you
may have one councillor covering a much larger area — of
perhaps as many as 9 villages+. Inevitably, this will mean less
time available for individual communities like ours.

So your Parish Council — your local community — will need
you more than ever.

Over the next two years, my aim is simple: to listen to you,
represent your views at Borough level, and help equip you
with the knowledge and confidence to continue when the
above happens.
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Firstly, | would like to thank all Parish Councillors and our
Clerk for their hard work over the past year — and every
year. With the day to day running of the village, so much of
what they do goes unseen.

The Parish Council also works hard to support BMAT
(Boughton Monchelsea Amenity Trust) — carefully
balancing limited funds while prioritising urgent work.

I'd also like to thank BMAT volunteers for their dedication:
planting trees and hedgerows and maintaining the many
sites we cherish.

Parish Councillors truly go above and beyond — entirely
unpaid — reviewing planning applications, studying policies,
and making decisions that shape our village for years to
come.

A special thanks to Caroline Jessel for her incredible work
on the Farm Cluster and Woodland Management Plans.
These plans could unlock future funding from Government
and the Forestry Commission, helping us care for our land
more sustainably.

A warm Welcome to our Newly joined Parish councillors
David Munray for his future work on Biodiversity replacing
our dearly miss Caroline who needs to take a well earn rest.
And John Robertson that has step up into the speed watch
team and the role of village hall Chairman.
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Stay Informed

Please do read the Maidstone Insight magazine — there will
now only be one edition per year due to council cost
savings. Spare Copies are available at Maidstone Museum.

Greensand Farm Cluster

For those unfamiliar, the Greensand Farm Cluster is a
farmer-led initiative bringing landowners together to think
bigger about nature recovery.

By working collaboratively, they aim to:

« Attract public and private funding
o Reduce flooding risks

o Improve water quality

« Combat climate change

« Increase biodiversity

This is important work, and it deserves our full support.

Community Effort — And a Call to Action

Many Parish Councillors are also involved in:

« Village Hall and Fete committees
« Speedwatch and Lorrywatch
o Local events and organisations
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And many of you in the village are equally committed —
through the WI, Scouts, Brownies, churches, Speed watch,
volunteer litter pickers and community groups.

Thank you — you are the backbone of this community.
But there is a reality we must face.

In two years, we will lose local representation at Borough
level — and you will lose me.

We must strengthen our Parish team now.

There are vacant seats on the Parish Council, and we
urgently need more volunteers across all areas.

Opportunities to Get Involved
There are many ways to help in the village:

« Join or support the Village Fete

o Help restore the Parish Magazine

o Volunteer with BMAT or litter picking groups

o Support Speedwatch or Lorry Watch

« Help identify wildlife species

« Assist with local projects to mitigate flooding or water
infrastructure

 Join the Parish Council

You don’t need to do everything — but everyone can do
something.
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The Survey | am launching Today - Shaping Priorities
Together

With this Newsletter you will receive my community survey
in your letter box. Don’t delay in responding.

| am standing for both Parish Councils because demand for
support is high — and time is limited. | cannot continue to
meet demand alone, and | need your help to prioritise and
deliver.

This survey allows you to:

« Raise issues
« Volunteer your time or skills
« Help shape community priorities

You can return it

o Online via QR code my preferred method to save
me time ;-)

« Via collection points (Village shop, Bocton Cafés,
Churches, Farm shops, etc.)

« By photo via email to me;
AnneDAWES@maidstone.gov.uk

| am counting on the owners to let me know survey
have been dropped to there venues so i can come and
collect them. ;-)
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The online option is especially helpful, as it allows responses
to be gathered centrally. Without the need for me to input
each survey manually.

Bystander Training — Building a Stronger Community

I've recently attended Police-led Bystander Training, which
is about stepping in — not standing by — to make our
communities safer and stronger.

| believe this is hugely valuable, and | have been asked to
bring this training to our villages.

Sessions will be held at:

o St Peter’s Church, Boughton Monchelsea -
Tuesday 14th July

« St Mary’s Church, Chart Sutton -
Tuesday 6™ october

| strongly encourage both residents and councillors to
attend.
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Local Issues — We Need Evidence and Action

Across the villages, | continue to hear concerns about:

« Flooding (e.g. Brishing Lane)

« Traffic and speeding (Heath Road, Amber Lane)

« Road safety at key junctions ( Plough went and
Brishing lane junction)

« Mobile phone signal issues

o GP access

« Infrastructure challenges

But to act effectively, | need evidence. If you want change
| need you to:

o Document your experiences
o Complete the survey
o Give details

Without enough evidence, issues cannot be escalated
effectively. | need as many of you as possible to fill in this
survey. Don't leave it for someone else to do.

Without volunteers to gather evidence, contact authorities,
and push for change, many of these issues will remain
unresolved.

| also want to highlight a practical opportunity:

If anyone living on Heath Road is willing to host a speed
sign on their land, we may be able to progress solutions
independently of KCC.
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Working Together

Many challenges we face involve complex systems — KCC,
infrastructure providers, or national policies — and progress
can be slow and frustrating.

But we cannot give up.

With more people involved, gathering data, contacting
authorities, and pushing collectively — we can make
progress.

Sadly, the Village Fete will not be taking place this year.
The simple reason is not lack of enthusiasm — it's lack of
people.

A small team has carried this for years, and they now need
support.

So I'm asking you — not just to volunteer yourselves — but
to look around:

« Your neighbours, Your friends, Your networks

Invite them along. Bring them with you. Help grow the
teams.
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Thank you all for everything you may already do for this
community. Please do complete the survey and encourage
others to do the same — it is vital for our shared future.

If you would like regular updates, | encourage you to follow
my Borough reports on the Parish Council website.

A quick reminder as well:

« Police surgeries are now held at the Village Hall every
three months

« My borough council updates are available to read on
the parish council website under Communication or
MBC News section or on paper format for you to read
at Bocton café, local pubs and restaurants. Just ask the
owners.

« And if you haven't already, please prepared for the
switch to digital phone lines. | know it can be daunting
but once you look into it, it can also offer saving by
shopping around for a better deal.

Finally, if you were not at the AGM you missed out on a
great presentation from the all village organisation. In
particular, | had invited John from Maidstone Borough
Council, who spoke about waste and recycling services,
lessons learned from past contractor changes, and how
services have and will improve in future.
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Visit Maidstone Art and Photography NEW Competition

The Mote Park Art Competition is back for 2026 and we're
once again inviting you to submit your best artworks that capture
this special park. Theme is 'Park Life'. 7his could be anything from
the wonderful diversity of wildlife in Mote Park, or how it's used
by people such as a family picnic or a large music festival.

Artworks can be in any medium, except photography. We
particularly welcome 3D submissions including textiles, glass,
pottery and woodwork, as well as paintings and drawings.

Prizes ; - Over 18s Winner - £250; Runner up - £100
- Under 18s Winner - £100; Runner up - £50

We will select a minimum of 10 entries from each category to
feature in a special exhibition in the autumn.

Photography competition is now live, celebrating the
2026 English Tourism Week theme: Local Stories. From
stunning landscapes to the people, places, and
experiences that make our borough so special, this is
your chance to capture what makes Maidstone unique.

Showcase Maidstone through your Ph")f?”]mPh% o

Visit Maidstone Photography #
Competition 2026 b o

Closing date: 30 June 2026 2
Prizes 1st prize: £250 | Category winners: £50 1‘
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