CHART SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Chart Sutton Village Hall
Monday 8 June 2026 at 7.45pm

Present: Clir Steven Waring (Chair) Cllr Robert Sagrott Cllr Valerie Underdown
ClIr John Killick Cllr Mike Brown Clir Wendy Gatward
Clir Kerry Dreger

Steve Hill — Parish Clerk
MBC — Cllr Anne Dawes
Public—0

26/36 Apologies for Absence
KCC — Cllrs Brian Black — Apologies Accepted

26/37 Recording of Meeting
The Clerk made an audio recording solely to support the accurate preparation of the minutes.

26/38 Councillors Declaration of Interest
None declared.

26/39 Minutes of 11 May 2026 Council Meeting.
It was proposed and resolved that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true and accurate record.

26/40 Open Public Session
There were no members of the public present.

26/41 Report from Borough Councillors & County Councillors

Clir Anne Dawes (MBC) reported ongoing issues with the mobile signal in her area remains very poor
and that, despite submitting a complaint to her provider, EE, no progress has been made. She further
invited councillors to raise any matters they wished to report to MBC or any concerns they wished to
note.

26/42 Crime Report: List of crimes reported in June.

M Chart Sutton

Between 20:00 on Tuesday 26th of May and 07:00 on Wednesday 27th of May in Green Lane.

Somebody broke into a shed at a farm. A quad bike was stolen.
Crime Report No. 46/84533/26 - Posted 30/05/2026.

M Chart Sutton

Between 20:00 on Wednesday 27th of May and 07:39 on Thursday 28th of May in Norton Road.

Somebody damaged a lock to a field.
Crime Report No. 46/84556/26 - Posted 30/05/2026.

M Chart Sutton

Between 20:00 on Wednesday 27th of May and 19:00 on Thursday 28th of May in Chart Road.

Somebody broke into an outbuilding at a residential property.
Crime Report No. 46/85334/26 - Posted 02/06/2026.
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26/43 Climate Change & Biodiversity

There was nothing further to report regarding Climate Change. The next meeting is scheduled
for 23 June.

The area behind the bus stop continues to thrive. The previous Clean & Green meeting was not
well supported, with only a small number of residents attending. The next session, scheduled for
14 June, has been advertised in the Village News. The focus area for this session will be litter
picking in the Amber Lane area.

26/44 Parish Matters

a.

Highways and other matters: Clir Killick is consulting with residents regarding proposed new
road signs for Amber Lane and Back Lane. Once engagement is complete, the requirements will
be added to the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP).

Neighbourhood Plan — The survey return date has been extended to 12 June due to the low
number of responses and to allow a reminder of the deadline to be included in the Village News,
emphasising the importance of resident participation. Responses from statutory consultees have
been positive, with no major issues raised. All developers have now submitted their comments,
some more detailed than others. Comments regarding the provision of polytunnels within the
area have been noted. A Steering Group meeting will be held to summarise feedback with a
view to considering potential inclusion in the document.

Outreach Post Office Service in Chart Sutton: The service is due to start in July and will operate
on Tuesdays between 9.30am and 11.00am.

Pavilion cleaner required: The vacancy has been advertised on the website and in the Village
News, which has generated some interest.

Defibrillator replacement — Councillors considered options for replacing the defibrillator, noting
that the available models are broadly similar. The defibrillator and cabinet for the Village Hall
are to be confirmed; VAT cannot be reclaimed unless the equipment remains the property of the
Parish Council. As the device will be used by untrained members of the public, a fully automatic
model should be given strong consideration. The Clerk will provide example AED prices, after
which councillors will decide which unit to purchase.

Golding Homes — Golding Homes declined the request for a face-to-face meeting due to limited
staff availability and requested that issues be submitted by email. The Clerk has sent the email
and a response is awaited.

New Shop on the Green Sign — KCC paperwork has been initiated. Contractor details will be sent
to KCC along with the design details saying Shop on the Green only.

Civility & Respect Agreement — The Civility & Respect Certificate is a joint initiative from KALC
and SLCC aimed at promoting high standards of behaviour across local councils.

Resolution: Councillors reviewed the option for the Chairman to sign the Civility & Respect
Certificate. They concluded that signing the certificate was unnecessary, as councillors already
adhere to the principles within the associated policy documents. The matter was dismissed.
Policy Documents — Parish Councils are required to review certain core governance documents
each year to ensure they remain compliant, accurate, and fit for purpose.

The following documents must be reviewed annually:

. Code of Conduct — required under the Localism Act 2011.
. Financial Regulations — required under the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
. Standing Orders — recommended annual review to ensure alignment with NALC

model updates and legislative changes.

Resolved: Councillors agreed that these documents will be reviewed at the next meeting.
The Clerk will review remaining policies to determine whether any require updating. Members
were asked to indicate whether any additional documents should be brought forward.
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26/45

26/46

26/47

j. Change to Land Registry Details — Several Parish Council properties require updated Land
Registry details.
Resolved: Councillors agreed that the contact address for all relevant title deeds should be
updated.

k. Overhanging trees/vegetation — Warmlake Road, Recreational Ground — KCC has requested
that the Parish Council address overhanging trees along Warmlake Road.
Resolved: Clirs agreed a local contractor will be appointed to carry out the work in accordance
with Financial Regulations and existing agreements.

Reports from Committees and Representatives on other bodies:

Chairman’s Report — The Chairman will contact a local contractor previously used by Chart Sutton
Parish Council to attend to the overhanging trees along Warmlake Road. The recent enquiry from the
Ladies’ Football Team will also be followed up, as no response has been received since their initial
contact.

Councillors’ Report — 30mph bin stickers have been advertised on the Chart Sutton Community
Facebook Page and are available for residents. Several street signs along Warmlake Road require
attention, some fixings are missing and faded 30mph signs need replacement. These issues have been
reported to KCC for action.

KALC — The AGM was cancelled due to hot weather. A new date of 29 June 2026 has been proposed
for the Maidstone Area Committee AGM. KALC requested feedback on a proposal to reduce the
current Parish Council term to three years to align with the 2027 shadow Unitary elections.
Resolved: Councillors unanimously rejected the proposal.

Clerk’s Report — The Clerk provided an update on recent activities, including work related to the
Neighbourhood Plan such as advertising, issuing Invitations to Comment, and forwarding responses.
There has been a notable increase in webpage visits to the LNP documents. A separate document was
circulated to members outlining progress on previous actions and identifying further actions required.
Correspondence/Consultations

e Email from KCC regarding overhanging Trees along Warmlake Road

e KALC — Request for feedback regarding MBC request to change Parish Council term

Financial Resolutions

a. Financial statement and bank reconciliation was received and approved by councillors. -
Bank reconciliation statement signed by Cllr Steven Waring and ClIr Robert Sagrott.

Balances as of 31 May 2026:
Unity Trust Current Account: £  719.87

Unity Trust Savings Account: £ 79,000.00
UTB Total Balance: £ 79,719.87

Initials ..........
13



b. To authorise payments made out of meeting and at meeting.

Payments made out of meeting:

CB Ref: | Details Amount VAT* Total Auth
22 EDF — Pavilion electric supply 18.48 18.48 DD
24 ICO Subscription 2026-27 47.00 47.00 DD
25 Castle Water - pavilion water supply 12.33 12.33 DD
26 Clerk Salary — May 2026 766.47 766.47 SO
27 UTB Charges 7.00 7.00 DD
28 Hugo Fox May 2026 19.99 4.00 23.99 DD
29 BT Broadband Village Hall 33.94 6.79 40.73 DD

TOTAL 905.21 10.79 916.00

* VAT to be reclaimed.

Payments for authorising at meeting:

CB Ref: Details Amount VAT* Total Auth
30 Mike FitzGerald Village News June/July 510.00 510.00 | MB &RS
31 KALC Training— Nuts and Bolts for Councillors 50.00 10.00 60.00 | MB & RS
32 Alison Eardley — LNP Consultancy AEC 0430 12,775.00 2,555.00 15,330.00 | MB & RS
33 MBC Cleaning IN 2703609 May 70.02 14.00 84.02 | MB&RS
34 Clerks Expenses May 2026 35.05 35.05 | MB&RS
35 CS Village Hall Hire Jan-May 2026 75.00 75.00 | MB & RS
TOTAL 13,515.07 | 2,579.00 16,094.07

* VAT to be reclaimed

c. To note income received since last meeting on 11 May 2026
No Monies received.

d. To consider other financial considerations and purchases:
New Cover for water meter at Pavilion and Overhanging Trees Warmlake Road — TBA of cost.

26/48 Items for the Next Meeting
e Review Policy Documents
e Change of date for January meeting to February.

26/49 Close of meeting at 9.25pm. Date of Next Meeting — 13 July 2026

Steven Waring 13 July 2026

SIBNEd....ei e Chairman Date...iiieieieeee e
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